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king received aid from the young Henry of England,
and the invasion was checked for a while. "The
chief and principal cause of this war/' says the English
chronicler, with sagacity, "was that Philip, king of
France, spurning the counsel of his kinsfolk, adhered to
Henry, king of England j whence it came about that
William, archbishop of Eheims, and Count Thibault and
Count Stephen, finding that they were despised, strove
to rise against their nephew, the king." Stephen of
Sancerre had actually done homage to the count of
Flanders. The king seized his lands, and, on the advice
of the constable, Ralph of Clermont, refused to restore
them. Thus the influence of the house -of Anjou and
the advice of Ralph of Clermont were now predominant
in the counsels of King Philip.
A further cause of contest with Flanders soon arose.
On Match 26, 1183, Isabella, wife of Philip of Flanders,
and countess of Yermandois in her own right, died.
Philip at once claimed that, as she had no direct male
heirs, Yermandois lapsed to the French crown. He
claimed also Artois and the district of Amiens, promised
to him on his marriage. Again Henry II mediated
when war was actually in progress. Amiens was
promised immediately, and the promise of Artois was
renewed. But neither promise was kept In 1184
Philip of Flanders married again, and the prospect of a
new line to cut him off from the succession to the
Flemish fiefs stirred Philip to immediate action.
He mustered a large army at Compifcgne, marched
on Amiens, besieged Boves, and carried all before him.
Gilbert of Mons, from the side of the vanquished,
estimated his force, with pardonable exaggeration, at 2000